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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.

The Legislative Council met at noon pur-
saant to proelamation, which u'\s read by
the Clerk of Parliaments (Mr. G. I*. Hill-
man ),

COMMISSIONER.

His Excellency’s Commissioner (Mr. Jus-
tice Burngide), having entered the Chamber,
& Message was gseni to the Legislative Assem-
bly requesting the presence of members in
the Couneil Chamber.

Members of the Assembly having arrived
accordingly, His Hononr requested the Clerk
to read His Excellency’s Commission to do
all things neeessary in his name for the
opening of Parliament. The Commission was
read.

The Commissioner then made the following
statement :—

Hon. members of the Legislative Couneil,

Mr. Speaker, and members of the Legis-

lative Asgembly,—I have it in command

from His Exeellency the Licut.-Governor
and Administrator to inform you that he
will in person in this place deelare the
reasons for his ecalling this session of

Parliament, so soon as the members of” the

Legislative Council shall have notified him

that they have appointed their President.

[1]

LTI D B el el st

SWEARING.IN OF MEMBERS,

The members of the Legislative Assembly
having' retired, the Clerk of Parliaments read
the Commission appointing Mr, Jugtice Burn-
side to administer the oath of allegiance to
newly elceted members.

The Clerk announced the return of writs
for the election of members, showing that the
following had been duly elected:—Ilon. Sir
Edward Wittencom (Novth), Hon, A. J. H.
Saw (Metropolitan-Suburban), Hon. Roso
(South-West), Hon. V. Hamersley (East),
Hon, J. W, Hickey (Central), Hon. .J. M.
Maefarlane (Metropolitan), Hon. G. Potter
(West), Hon, H. Seddon (North-East), Hon.
A. Burvill' (South-East), on. J. E. Dadd
{South). Tbese members took oand sub-
serihed the_oath and signed the roll.

The Commissioner then left the Chamber.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT.

The Clerk of Parliaments reported that the
office of President was vacant.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
H. P. Colebatch—East): I propose to the
Council that the Hon. Sir Edward Wit-
tencom be elected as gur President.

Hon, J. EWING (South-West):
the motion.

I second

No other member being proposed,

The Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM
rose in his place and said: I have to thank
you, hon, members, very much for the honour
\ou have conferred upon me and T trust }
shall be able to carry out the duties satis-

tactorily to yourselves and to myself.

Having been conducted to the Chair,

The PRESIDENT-ELECT =aid: I have to
express the deep obligation T fecl for the
honour you have conferred upon me. It is
one for which I have had some little am-
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bition for some time, and I again thank you
for placing me in sueh a distingnished posi-
tion,

Congratuletions.

The MINISTER FFOR EDUCATION (Ion,
H. P. Colebat-h—East): As T.eader of the
House I desire to eonvey to you, Mr. Presi-
dent, the warmest congratulations of the
Council on your clevation to the office of
President. We feel that you are peculiarly
gualified by rcason of your lomg public ex-
perience to maintain the dignity of this high
office. You are not mercly the senior membar
of the Legislative Counecil, but you arc the
ouly present member of Parliament and, with
the single exception of that very worthy
eitizen Mr. W. T. Loton, the only man now
living who has sat in the Parliament of West-
ern Australin under each of its three phases
—as 1 member of the Crown colony, as a
member under responsible Government during
the period from 1890 fo 1900, and as a mem-
her of the State Parliament since Federation.
This unique record of service, I think, fully
entitles yon to clevation to the office of Presi-
dent. It is now nearly 40 years since you
first entered Parliament and, doering the
whole of that time, you have bheen almost
continvously in the service of the public in
some form or other. As a member of Par-
liament, as a Minister- of the Crown, as
Leader of this House, as aeting Premier for a
considerable period during the absence of
Sir John Forrest, and as Agent General for
this State, yon have discharged the dutics
of every one of these offices with eredit to
yourself and advantage to Western Awustra-
lia. T tender to you the heartiest congratu-
lations pf your fellow members on your cle-
_vation to the office of President, and T give
you the warmest and sincerest assurance of
our desire to assist you in maintaining the
privileges of this House and upholding the
dignity of your office.

Hon. J. EWING - (South-West): May T
add to the words of the Leader of the House
my sincere and hearty congratulations on
vour having assnmed the office of President
of the Council. I am sure if was gralifying to
us all to hear the Minister’s references to
your long and faithful services to the people
of Western Australia whieh fully entifle you
to the position you have been placed in to-
day.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: His
Excelieney the Lieut.-Governor and Adminis-
trator has intimated thai he will be pleased
to receive youn, Mr. President, forthwith at
Government House.

Sitting suspended from 1224 p.an. te 3 pm.

PRESENTATION OF PRESIDENT-
ELECT.

The PRESIDENT: T desire to inform the
House that I have waited upon and have heen
presented to His Excellency the Lieutenant-
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Governor as President clect of the Legisla
tive Council and His Excellency has hee
pleasad to signify his approval of the choie

ot the Couneil,

THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR'S
OPENING SPEECH.

His Excellency the Licutenant-Governo
entered the Couneil Chamber at § pm., ane
the members of the Legislative Assembl
having also attended in the Chamber, obedi
ently to summons, His Excellency was please
to deliver the following Speseh:—

Ay, Presidcnt and Honourable Members o
the Legis atire Council-—

HMr. Speaker and Mambers of the Legislativ
Assembly—

Tt gives me great pleasure to open th
Second Session of the Eleventh Parliament o
Western Australia.

Since your last meeting His Excelleney fl
Governor, Bir F'rancis Alexander Newdegate
K.CALG, has departed on a brief visit t
England und ha$ conveyed to the King a
assurance of the continued loyalty and de
votion of the people of this State to th
throne and person of His Majesty.

My advisers have long felt that not onl
the material prosperity of Western Australia
but -its safety as a white State in the Im
perial  Commonwealth of Nations, depend
upon a rapid increase of population and pro
duction. Believing that the time had arrivec
when 2 vigorous attempt should be made t
repair the period of comparative inactivit
resulting from the war, the recess has bee
devoted to the preparation of a comprehen
sive policy of immigration, the detrils o
which will e snbhmitted for your considara
tion,

Follawing upon the initiation of this poliey
the Honourable the Premier visited Mel
bonrpe early in the year and placed certai
proposals before the Right Honourable th
Prime Minister of the Commoniwealth. Thes
proposals were accepted hy Mr. Hughes, an
Sir James Mitchell then proceeded to Londo
to seek the co-operation of the lmperial Gov
crnment.  In that mission alse he was en
tirely suceessful, and before he left T.onda
ou hig rveturn jomrney a Bill was passe
through both Tlouses of the Imperial Pariia
ment anthorising His Majesty’s Governmen
to rvender assistance in a policy of migratio
within the Empire; and an agreement wa
completed under which Western Aunstralia wil
be the first country in the Empire to secur
the advantages of that legislation.

Experience has demonstrated that it is on
thing to obtain immigrants—another to hol
them. Tn the thirteen venrs from 1909 t
1921, inclusive, the Govermment lweught t
TWestern Australin, at considerable expense t
the taxpayer, 45,409 people. Tor this period
hogever, the gross cxeess of arrivals in th
State over departures from the State wa
only 9,488, indicating that 35,941 of the peopl
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brought ount, partly at Government expense,
had been required to make good the excess of
ordiniry departures over arrivals. The pre-
sent policy seeks to correct these conditions
by securing immigrants free of cost to the
‘State, and by assuring them cmployment m
developmental undertakings that will open up
larger avenues of ocenpation for beth the
present and the new population.

The arrangement contemplates the taking
from Great Britain of 75,000 men, women,
and children, in a period of three to five
years, the direct aim being an annual tbtal
of 25,000 souls. TUnder the agreement en-
tered into with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, the whole cost of propaganda work, ex-
amination, and passages is borne by the Com-
monwcealth Government, whilst the State,
through officers of its own nominatien, main-
tains coutrol of the selection of immigrants,
The Commonwealth Government further un-
dertakes to return to Britain, at its own eost,
any inuvigrant? who on, or shortly after,
arrival are foond to be unfit by reason of
mental or physical defects to toke their place
in the indnstrial life of the community.

The agreement between the Imperial Gov-
ernment, the Commonwealth Government, and
the State Government, provides that in re-
spect of these 75,000 immigrants £6,000,000 of
money shall be made available to the State,
in annual instalinents in the proportion of
£2,000,000 to each 25,000 immigrants. The in-
terest on this money for the first five years
after each moiety is raised will be borne by
the Imperial, the Commonwealth, and the State
Governments in equal parts. The per capita
payment of 253, annually by the Common-
wedlth to the State under the Surplus Revenue
Aet will pe asgmented on account of the
25,000 new arrivals by a sum almost sufficient
to pay the State’s third of the interest bill.
Thus, not only will the immigrants be landed
in the State free of all cost, but each loan
raised under the arrangement will be free
of interest charge to the State for a period
of five years.

The money so raised will be employed in the
following directions:—

(1) To strengthen the funds of the Agri-
enltural Bank in order that improve-
ments—chiefly in the direction of
clearing, fencing, and dam sinking—
may be put in hand by existing hold-
ers to enable them to double tie pre-
sent production of wheat and to
largely increasc the stock-carrying
capacity of their farms:

{2y To provide for the housing of people
in country towns and distriets:

(3) To settle =ix thousand additional peo-
ple on the land, chiefly in the South-
West portion of the State, to bring
their holdings to a productive stage
by eleaving, drainage, fencing, and
honsing, 2nd to provide railways,
roads, and other faegilities to enable
them to market their produets.

In connection with this policy of land set-

lement and development, steps have been

taken to secure the early construection of the
railways authorised by Parliament, and fur
ther railway propoesals will he submitted for
your comsideration, ineluding a line to serve
the eountry between Manjimup and Denmark.

Whilst these proposals for the increase of
population and produetion in the Sowth-West-
ern portion of the State have been finalised
and will be put into active operation forth-
with, my advisers recognise that fhe develop-
ment and peopling of the North and the North-
West are of equal importance in State, Cont-
monwealth, and Imperial interests. The col-
lnpse of the market for frozen meut, and the
vecent stagnation in the market £or pearls and
pearlshell have siruek a scvere blow at two
of the principal industries of the North. In
each case it is felt that the depression is only
temporary, Tn.order to afford soms assist-
anee to the eattle industry the Government
decided to operate the Wwyndham Freezing
‘Works this season on an arrangement which it
is hoped will result in no greater loss to the
State than would have acerned had the works
remainel idle.

The survey of the unoceupied territory lying
between Derby and Wyndham, which was
earried out during last winter, confirmed ear-
lier reports of the existence of an enormous
aren of fertile and well-watered country, much
of that in the immediate vieinity of the coast
heing exceptionally enitable for tropienal agri-
culture.

The Commissioner for the North-West, whe
assnmed {duty o year ago, has established per-
manent headquarters at Broome, and from 1sb
Febrnary of this year all activities in connee-
tion with works in the Novth-West, previeusly
carried out by the Public Works Department,
were placed under his jurigdiction. Siuce that
date, in addition to several minor operations,
over fifty different works have been brought te
eompletion, or arc now in progress, These in-
clude jetties, hospitals, good-sheds, schools,
and stock-route wells. Tenders were invited
for the construction of a deep-water jelty at
Beadon Point, near (nslow, and a contraet has
been let.

The Aborigines Branch of the North-West
Department has continued the experimental
growing of cotton at Violet Valley, East Kim-
berley. ‘The station, embracing 70,000 acres,
has been declared a quarantine aren by the
Commonwealth Dircetor of Quarantine, where-
in the propegation of imported cotton seed
may be undertaken. Heed of Austratian,
Amerigan, and Tgyptian origin has been tried,
An arca of 21 acres of the Egyptian variety
is now eoming inte bearing. The cxperiments
have been attended with considerable snecess,
and justify the expectation that cofton can be
grown suceesstully in the Kimberleys. Ar-
rangements have heen made for the seenring
of cxpert and practical advice regarding cot-
ton-growing in the State generally.

An area of approximately 2,000 aeres cuf
into 70 blocks was thrown open for selection
in the Gascoyne distriet close {o Carnarvoun.
The blocks were guickly applied for, and many
of the applicants have started operations,
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The qguestion of throwing open additional
blocks in the same area is under consideration.
Further north other areas are available for
selection, and additional lands are to be
thrown open in due eourse, An expert in
tropical agriculture will be appointed as soon
as a suwitable applicant ean be secured.

A suecessful exhibition of North-West pro-
ducts was opened in the eity in April, and con-
tinued for about two months. Tt served to
attract much attentiou to the possibilities of
the North. Private enterprise is organising
projects for the expaunsion of the pastoral in
dustry, and financially well-equipped organi-
sptions have taken in hand the expleitation of
the hitherto neglected wealth of our northern
waters. It will be the aim of the Government
to give them every possible assistance and en-
courngement,

Mr. Speaker and Members of the Legislative
ssembly—

The revenue for the year ended 30th June,
1922, was £6,907,107, showing an increase of
£117 542 over that of the previous year, whilst
the expenditure was £7,659,242, being £162,951
greater than that of the previous year, The
deficit on the vear's transactions was £732,135,
making the aecumulated deficit £5,505,565,

The operations of the railways for the year
showed 2 gross surplus of £467,944, apainst
which interest (£740,000) and sinking fund
(£142,000) had to be provided by the Treas-
ury, leaving an actual shortage of £414,056,
The position was better than for the previous
vear by £180,807, large economies having been
effected. During the recess the whole gquestion
of railway administration and finance has been
inquired into by Mr. G, W. Stead as a Royal
Commissioner. His final report has been pre-
sented. Tt eontains far-reaching recommenda-
tions, which are now receiving the attention of
my advisers.

You will be asked to grant temporary sup-
plies, and at an ecarly date the estimates of
revenue and expenditure will be submitted to
you. Provision will he made for increased re.
venue from liquor license, but the Government
are hopeful that the general stimulus given by
the policy of immigration and development will
obviate the necessity for any other consider-
ahle increases in taxation. The credit of the
State is beyond questien, and the large pro-
vizion made Ly way of sinking fund places
Western Australin in a particularly strong
position to meet obligations as they arise. The
direet contributions to the sinking fund from
revenue last year amounted to £285610. The
sinking fund now totals £8,370,160, the acere-
tions for the year being equal to the year’s
deficit. The amount provided by way of sink-
ing fand to meet the Goldfelds Water Scheme
loan is fo far in excess of requirements that
sinking fond and iuterest to the amount of
£100,000 per annmwm may for the foture be
sugpended. An actwarial ealculation is pro-
ceeding. and it is believed that withont in any
wav interfering with the requirements of the
different Loan Aets further relief to revenue
may be afforded.

Mr. President and Honourable Members o
the Legislative Council—

My, Spealeer and Members of the Legislafiv,
Assembly—

Timely rains throughout the agricultura
areas give every prospect of a bountiful har
vest, and the area under erop shows a sub
stanital improvement over last year. Pastora
prospects throughout the State are also good
For this year’s harvest n State compulsor;
wheat pool was satisfactorily conducted 1nde
legislative amthority. The growers, througl
their organisations, have intimated their de
sire to associnte themselves with the wvolun
tary pool system now established by the othe
wheat-growing States, and, in view of this
the Government do not propose to intredue
legislation for a compunlsory pool for the forth
coming harvest.

Soldier scttlement operations indicate tha
the repatriation of ex-soldiers on the land i
nearing completion. Most of the application
now being received are for advances to de
velop and stock hLoldings already oceupied
The nwnber of men settled for the vear wa
G607, ns against 936 for the previous vear
The total registrations to date awount t
7,288, and of these 4,547 have heen gracte
advances, A percentnge of the earlier appli
cants have abandoned their intention of fol
Iowing land settleicent as a meanz of repatri
ation. In addition to the foregoing figures, &
ex-ALT. men are being repatriated unde
group scttlement conditions, Seven munitio
workers and 51 British ex-service men hav
also been settled under the Discharged Sol
diers’ Settlement Act.

The commitments to the end of June in eox
nection with soldier settlement amounted t
£5,181,629, including £4,425,153 Agrienltur:
Bank approvals for improvements, and £756
476 for purchase of estates, drainage, clea
ing, ete. The latter amount eovers the cost o
preparation for large numbers of men not ve
settled, ¢.g., Peel estate, Herdsman’s lake, et
The average conumitment per soldier is £1,12(

Group settlement i3 proceeding satisfacto
ily; 26 groups have been established and ar
in various stages of development. On th
earlier groups on the Manjimup and Pembe
-ton areas the permanent houses are érectec
every location is more or Jess ready for pr
duetion, and between 100 and 125 acres has
been laid down in pasture. On the Augnst
side it was found necessary to erect 2 sawmi
near Augusta, and the eonstrzetion of se
tlers’ homes ig now proceeding. The gron
membhers on their blocks now number 407, an
a further 110 will be despatched shortly ¢
make up the complement of the 26 group
Over 1,500 men, women, and children are ¢
the groups, and it is estimated that when tk
existing groups are complete some 2,300 son
will be in residence. To provide for the eds
eation of children whilst the groups are |
their temporary camps, arrangements hay
been made with the Education Department fi
temporary schoels pending the erection of pe
manent schools after the group members has
gone inlo ocenpation of their holdings.
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mutual sick and uceident fund has Been cre-
ated, to which group members contribits
weekly, and from whieh payments are made
during ahsonee through sickmess or aecident.

The year 1921 showed a further decline
in the output of gold, the yield heing 64,111
fine ocunces less than n 1820, The deereased
output is largely attributable to the con-
tinved high cost of production, but it is note-
worthy that our gold production was 63,01
per cent. of the total of Australasia for the
year, A {further increase in the output of
<oal to the extent of 6,796 tons was recorded,
whilst the outpnt of asbestos, eopper, and
pyritic ore was well maintained,

The attention given to the possibility of
obtaining mineral oil in the State has in no
way diminished, and the nerthern portion of
the Btate iz heing thoroughly prospeected by
various parties. Boring is proceeding in the
areas held by the Freney Kimberley Oil Com-
pany, Limited, and will shortly be commenced
on the adjoining area held by Okes-Durack
Kimberley 0Oil Company.

Tn continuation of its poliey of assisting
the prospector, the Government, since June,
1020, have equipped and despatched 175 par-
ties, eomprising 317 men, at a cost of £6,183.
At present there are operating throughout the
State 76 parties, comprising 139 assisted
prospectors. In addition, a party of ninz men
and a leader, estimated to cost £2,500, has
been sent ot -by the Government on the re-
commendation of the State Prospecting Board
to systematically prospeet certain metallifer-
ous areas considered to he geologieally fav-
ourable. A sum of £38,101 has been advanced
sinec July, 1921, for development-of mining.

Crushing facilities are available in 28 dis-
tricts where State batteries have been estab-
lished for the treatment of ore raised by pro-
speetors.  The policy of moderate treatment
eharges lLas becn continved, and, with only
two or three exceptions, these State batterics
provide the only trentment facilities in the
districts in which they are loeated. In all, no
less than 1229275 tons of core have heen
crugshed by them, returning a total output of
gold valned at £5,552,874. Water supplies
are being maintained and extended where
neegsgary to assist in advancement of the
industry.

In order to angment the metropolitan water
supply, larger mains have heen provided
where required, and it is expected that there
will be no difficeity in coping with the demand
for the coming summer. Tnvestigations in
econnection with the permanent scheme on the
Canning River are proceeding, and supplies
for the ¢ountry distrietz are receiving eareful
atfention.

The policy of extending encouragement and
assistance in the establishment of secondary
industries is being continned, and during the
past twelve months several small exhibitions
have been held which have served the purpose
of illustrating the progress that is heing made
in this direction, and also of cultivating =
demand for loeally produced articles.

M

Tt is the intention of my advisers that theo
work of Parliament during the present session
shall he devoted chiefly to the questions ot
finanee and developwment, but there are cer-
tain legislative matters urgently requiring at-
tention.  During the recess Royal Cowmmis.
sious have heen engap:d investignling severn!
proposals, and it is hoped that their inquiries
and reports will facilitnte the work of Par-
linment in dealing with sueh matters as the
Licensing Act Amendiment Rill and the Hos-
pitals Bill. Amongst other mensures of first
rate importance that will be submitted for
vour consideration will e a Closer Settlement
Bill following the lines of the m2asure passed
by fhe Legislative Assembly Inst session, and
a Bill to amend the Arbitration Aet by mak-
ing provision for the appointment of a per-
manent President, and in other directions.

T now leave you to vour labours, trusting
that by the hlessing of Divine Providence
they may prove of materinl advantage to the
State.

The PRESIDENT: For the sake of greater
aceuracy T have obtained from His Excel-
lency the Lieutenant-Governor copies of the
Speech His Excellency has just delivered.
These copies will be distributed nmong hon.
members. .

BILL—FPUBLIC EDUCATION ACTS
AMENDMENT.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebatch—East) [3.301: Tn
order to assert and maintain the undoubted
vights and privileges of this Fouse to initi-
ate logislation, 1 move, without netice, for
leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Publie
Edneation Aects.

Leave given;
first time.

Bill introdueed and read a

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,.
First Day.
Hon. J. M. MACPARLANE (Metropoli-
tan) [3.32]: T move—

That the following address be presented
to His Excelleney the Lientenant-Governor
m reply to the Speech he has Leen pleased
to deliver to us: “‘May it please Yonr
Exeelleney, We, the members of the Legis-
lative Council of the Parfiaument of the
State of Western Anstralia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express our lovalty to
our Mast Gracious Sovereien and to thank
Your Excelleney for the Sveech you have
been leased to deliver to Parliament.’’

We are pleased to learn from recent advices
that His Excellency the Governor Sir Franeis.
Newdegate, and Lady Newdegate, have ar-
rived safely in England and are in good
health, We know, toe, that they have nmiissed
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no opportunity of attending to the wants of
Western Australia, to do which His Exeel-
lency showed every indication when he was
in the State. I am sure we ghall all be glad
fo welecome Ilis Kxcellency back in the course
of the next few months. I desire to con-
gratulate you, 8ir, upon your elevation to the
position of President. | feel 1 may take
some little credit to wyself for the cousum-
mation of such a happy event. After the poll
was taken T was a little depressed at the
suggestion that the constitutional wisdom of
this Chamber had fled. Upon reflection, how-
ever, b felt that there were still several mem-
bers in the House with 25 years’ experience
who would possibly be nble to carry on as of
yore. When I learned to-day that you had
had 40 ycars of Parliamentary experience, I
felt that all was welll 1T am sure the con-
stitutional wisdom of the House will be just
as well catered for in the tuture as it was in
the past. The most important point of the
Bpeech deals with the question of immigri-~
tion. All members of this Chamber, indced
everyonc in the State, wmust feel that they
owe a debt of gratitude to the Premier for
having conecived, perfected and successfully
earried out this scheme of immigration we
are just about to consider and put into opera-
tion, The Government are to be congratu-
lated upon having this scheme to deal with
in the future, When we refleet upon the
position of the Btate and the prospects of our
being able to find an outlet for the cnergies
and activities of the people, it must seem to
us that immigration is the only line to follow.
The Premicr, by a stroke of genius at the
right moment, hit upon the proper plan for
dealing with the sitvation. When we remem-
ber that during reeess he has practieally en-
circled the globe, influenced the Common-
wealth Government as well as the Government
ot Great Britain, and secured the magnificent
terms he did in connecetion with his immigra-
tion scheme, we may well be satisfied with the
result. Some little doubt has been raised as
to whether the organisatien is vet perfect for
dealing with the proposed rapid influx of
population. I am sure that the experience
gained in the repatriation of soldiers has, in
a sense, prepared the Ministry for the task
of plaeinz other new settlers upon the land.
T anticipate no difficulty along these lines.
It is a matter of gratification that 75,000
new sounls are to come amongst us in the next
three years to help us bear the burden of
taxation,

Hon. J. Cornell: We hope they will re-
main. .
Hon, .J. Al MACFARLANE: The fact that

they will he here and will doubtless give pro-
mise of heing able to say, will be a reasen
why we should all be ready to assist the Gov-
ernment with our best endeavours to make
their lot such that they will stay. That there
i= a 40 per eent. increase in the rural popula-
tion must he a great source of comfort to the
Commissioner of Railways i trying to over-
come the great diffieulty he has of meeting
his expenditure with his revenue.

Hon. J. Cornell: He needs a little comfort
now.

Hom, .J. M, MACTPARLANE: If that be
the case, we ought to give it to him. In
order that the Govermmeut may be able to:
carry out their programme, an inerease of
taith and hope as to the future on the pari
of the people is necessary. Under the immi-
gration schenie the people must feel that
their burden will be lightened in their task
ot carrying on this great State. It is satis-
factory to note that the money that is to be
found for the workiny of this seclieme ean he
used by the Agricultural Bank in strength-
ening its finances, so as to afford faeili-
tics to settlers who already have holdings te
develop those holdings and to employ the
new-comers, to the end that the output of
cereals may be inereased in all directions.
I is hoped that great care will be taken in
the selection of the eclass of immigrant to
come here.  Prom what T have learnt T am
sure this carc will be taken, and that the best
possible class of immigrant will be brought
te this State, Unec of the reasons why some
settlers do not stay em the land is that
rural life 1s not as attractive as ecity life,
The pioncering of new country offers many
difficulties, and the conditions are not nearly
as pleasant as they are in the c¢ity. The
wmonotony of the life is often heart-breaking.
Those people whe have bheen accoustomed to
city life do not in the country meet people
in a social way as frequently as they desire.
Tt is easy to understand that these conditions,
together with the diffteulty of DLringing up
children in the same way as they can be
brought uwp in the cities, are an indvcement
to people to seek a life that may be more
congenial to them. We, as members of this
Chamber, should endeavour to remedy that
evil as far as possible. We should see that
leople who are settled on the land are pro-
vided with necessary comforts, and are given
opportunities of settling down to a rural life,
in the same way that people can do in the
cities. I am pleased to note thai a speeial
clanse has been added to the agrecment that
mentally and physieally unfitted persoms are
to be returned at the cxpense of the Com-
monweafth. T eonld wish that all those peo-
ple who are brought out, and find themselves
dissatisfied with the location on which they
have been placed, and with the conntry gener-
ally, and who ecannot he made to stop on the
land, eould be veturned to England in the
same way as the athers T have referred to.

Hon. T, Cornell: We will bave a lot of
joy-riding out here.

Hon. T. M. MACFARLANE: Tt is better
to give them a jov-ride than to keep them
here as useless members of the ecemmunity.

Han. J. Cornell: 1t is better to keep them
awayx. Do not bring them at all.

Hon. J. M. MACPARLANE: The seitle-
ment of 6,000 people in the South-West is a
bigger proposition and a more difficait prob-
lem than the settlement of people on the wheat
Iands. TIf it is the intention to leave it to the
individnal to clear heavily timbered land and
bocome a producer within a reasonable time,
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1 e¢annot help thinking that 99 per cent. will
fail. I hope some arrangement will be made
for the clearing of these lands, and for them
to be handed over to the settler in productive
order. The greaiest cncouragement it is pos-
sible to offer a settler is*for him to find that
his farming opevations ure returning him
something, and that he iz becoming inde-
pendent. When a man feels that he is in thoe
hands of the bank, or is working against
disabilitics he cannot overcome, he will not
only regard himself as a failure, but will be
inclined to scare off many other desirable
citizens that we would wish to sec npon our
shores. An important guestion that must he
carefully gone into in connectien with the
great South-West is the congervation of our
forests. I do not Jike to think that land will
be indiscriminately alienatedl in the South-
West, ¥ have a good knowledge of the South-
West and fully appreciate the assets that our
forests are to Western Australia. T am very
much in aeecord with the idea to use im-
mediately some portion of the six millions
for the purposz of construeting already
aunthorised railways, chiefly for the purpose of
keeping our promise to those people who
took up land aleng surveved routes years
ago. At the same lime T do not view with
very great favour the proposal to vonstenet
new lines until such time ns the lands
already served are scttled. In the - great
middle north and the north-west, it is pleas-
ing to note that the Governmeunt activities
there are intended to he of developmental in-
terest! and value, but it oceurs to me that the
question is toe gigantic for us to nndertake
properly at the present juueture. How hest
to deal with the matter is very difficult to
understand. I feel that possibly the idea of
ereating a new State would permit of tho
concentration of effort and finanee, and so
secnre that portion of the State to the Com-
monwealth and Empire for good in a goicker
way than we could ever hope to do from this
cend. Whatever the policy of the Government
may he, I hope that every effort will be made
to develop that part of the State and the
industries which exist-and whieh are likely to
arise. The question of the growth of cotton
in the North and the reference to it in the
Bpeech, so far as the aborigines reserves are
concerned, is very interesting. and T hope
the experiment will he carried further. If
it is found that cotton can be grown pro-
fitably with white labonr, T aimn eonvinced that
it will be possible te hring many millions of
aeres into use. The Wrndham Meat Works
have heen the subject of a good deal of com-
troversy in  the t‘ommumtv and  diverse
opinions have been omrcqsed in regard to
them. T agree with the poliey the Govern-
ment have adowvted this vear in the way of
operating those works, cven though public
opinion may be to the contrary. We must
realise that the nlant at W_vnﬂhnm is a very
costly ome, and to permit it to remain idle
in those tropical parts would resnlt dis-
astrousgly. It is, therefore, very much hetter
to operate the works, even though they
be operated at a losy, than to permit

them to remain idle and se depreciate
ropidly. Again, it has to he borne m mind
that there were a couple of season’s cattle
ready to he dealt with. I may explain at
this juncture that [ am not in favour of
the Government interfering with private en-
terprise, and I trust that the earliest oppor-
tunity will be taken to dispose of this par-
ticular concern before the next season comes
round, It is interesting to mote alse that
the Gnscoyne closer settlement scheme has
heen started and that the blocks which were
made available have heen readily taken np.
I trust that the experiment will turn out as
valuable as it gives cvery prumise of ﬂomg
On the question of finanee | do not feet quite
so mappy. We still have with us the monthly
deficit, while the acenmulated defieit is of
such proportions that it proves Western Aus-
tralin to be still in a very bad way finau-

eially.

o, 11, Stewnrt: The credit of the State
is poad.

Hon. 3. M., MACFARLANE: When it is
realised that there was an  increase of
£117,000 in Tust year’s revenue, and that

the expenditure was greater than that of the
previons vear by £162,000, bringing the total
deficit to five and a-lhalf milliens sterling,
the tuxpayer will recoguise that the existing
faxation must be maintained for some time
ta come. T am quite satisfied, however, that
the people will agree to carry the burden,
provided, of course, they have the right
to demand thab rigid economy be carried out,
For myself, before T hecame a wmember of
this House, and had a voice in it, T felt that
the pavment of taxes was a dnty, and in
some ecases a privilege, when it was carried
out for the pnblic good in a semsible way,
that is to say, free from extravagance,
When wo ook around, however, we see
that onr sources of taxation are very limited.
As the Post Office, the Customs, and the
Mint have been taken from us, we mnst
concentraie on one or two avenues which
mean much to the general community. There
is a matter, however, that we can deal with,

“and which so far Il.'ls not been touched, b"

which cconowies ean he effocted,
in respeet of Parliament itself. To-da,y the
Western  Australian Parliament consists of
the same numher of members as before Fed-
eration, when the State had control of the
departments which are now in the charge
of the Commonwealth. Cur Parliament too
is econducted now at even greater cost than
was the case formerly, and the people cannot
understand why the Legislature of the State
is maintnined at the same strength as form-
erly and at that greater expense, without giv-
ing the same amount of satisfaction which
was previously experienced. TFEeonomies conld
be effected in this direction and T trust an
effort will be made to bring them about.

and lt isg

Hon. J. Cornell: Abolish this House,
Hon, J. M. MACFARLANE: T am refer-

ring to both Houses. I have not spoken of
the abolifion of either House; I wish to see
a reduetion cffected in hoth places. With re-
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gard to the railways, we must renlise that
they are responsible for four-sevenths of our
annnal loss. 1 recognise that economies have
been made there, but I question very ‘muech
the manner in which those econenmies were
cffected. We should realise that the rail-
ways are the people’s hest means of trans-
port, and that by increasing the fares and
freights we make them unpopular. That is
a questionable pelicy to adopt. I have evi-
dence of the detrimental eifeet this course of
action has had on the railways. I am sure
of my figures when 1 say that I am aware
that 103 all-lines tickets have been lost to
the Railway Department within the last year,
and that motor transport has tluken the
place of carviage by rail. I practise this
myself and [ know that trausport between
Fremuantle and Perth is cheaper and more
expeditions by motor than it is at the present
time by rail. This important fact has been
brought under the notice of the Conunissioner
‘of Railways and others, but so far no at-
tention has been given to the matter. The
position is developing in such a way that
the railway nuthorities will find it exceedingly
diffienlt to recoter that traffic which they
are daily losing. We have before us the
report of the Royal Commissioner who was
appointed to investigate the manngement of
our railway system, and we have also the
counter report of the Commissioner, and I
am sute that, hetween the tweo, it will be
possible for some light to be thrown on
the position as it exists to-day. Regarding
group settlements, the Government ave to be
congratulated on the suecess of these np to
the present time. T feel that that method
of settlement is apprecinted by those people
who have adopted it, and my helief is that
it could be adopted to even a further ex-
tent, because this form of settlement carrvies
with it features which nre satisfactory to
those people who take up land wnder those
eonditions. The settlers in this way hecome
satisfied with country life, and a spirit of
self-help is evident. In regard to mining,
it is diselosed that there has been a drop
in the output for the past year to the ex-
tent of 64,111 ozs. While this is regrettable,
it is by no means diseouraging to anyone
who nuderstands mining, because it is known
that the industry is one of ups and downs.
There is not a hetter type of citizen any-
where thar the prospector. He is able to
stand more knocks and disappointinents in
% better way than any other member of the
community. He is ever full of hope, and T
trust that those prospeetors who are now re-
ceiving support from the Government will be
so far suceessful that their efforts may re-
snlt in the discovery of at least another
satisfactory goldfield in the near future. 1
am entirely in necord with the proposal to
continue the “vote to assist prospectors. It
is also satisfactory to know that, in spite
of the decreased gold yield, Western Aus-
tralia is still produeing some 63 per cent of
the total Auwnstralian output. It is also en:
couraging to know that the coal industry is
devecloping in a successful way. Tt has a

great future abead of it, which is satisfac-
tory to everybody. With regard to oil, many
of us during the past 12 months have Leen
buying shares in the varions companivs,
either for the purpose of profit, or from
patriotic motives. -» Whatever the motive,
however, T trust that the efforts to strike
oil in the North will prove suceessful.
It ean casily be appreciated that if oil were
struck in the North-West, the problem of
settling that portion of the State would be
much easier than it is to-day. With pefer-
ence to liquor reform, the report of the Royal
Commission has heen placed hefore the pub-
lie. That report is sure to create debate unon
many points.  The opinion generally ox-
pressed is that the memhers of that Royal
Commission have -done good work and have
furnished Parliament with good results. The
trade and the people generally must he pre-
pared, of course, for increased taxation on
the liquor traflic, beeanse it did not produee
satisfactory returns last vear. I do uot think
those connceted with the trade are so mich
concerned about the extra taxation to be im-
posed as they are regarding the selection of
the three permanent members of the licens-
ing beneh. T think the trade hope that the
selection of those gentlemen will be from the
best classes of the community, and shat those
selected will be men who will ke able to
profit from the expcrience gained from wvear
to year. The liguor business is a dJiffienlt
one and requires careful handling. I think
the very best magistrates shounld be appointed;
that will be the safest plan to adopt. A
Closer Settlement Bill is to be introduced this
session, and T trust it will be hefore memhers
at an early date so that many of its provi-
sions may be put into operation and thas
foster settlement. At presenf there are many
difficulties in the way to prevent settlement
from proceeding, [ am anxions to see legis-
lation adopted that will give the Govern-
ment power to resume land from estates
which are not properly developed, and which
are located along the railway lines through-
out the country. T understand that within
a few miles of the vaillways there are millions
of acres available and that within a distance
of 20 miles, some 12 millien acres of land,
not yet under cultivation, could be resumed.
The best part of the 75,000 people who ave
to be introduced under the Premier’s immi-
gration scheme, eould find a place on those
12 million acres close to the railways, Settle-
ment in sttch areas would be of advaniage to
the newcomers. The metropolitan vater sup-
i1y and tramway questions are of special in-
terest to the people in the Metropolitain Pro-
vinece, Tt has heen mooted that a board or
boards willi be appointed for the purpose of
controlling those utilities. T trust the creation
of those boards will be based on the elective
prineiple. The councils and road boards eon-
cerned are awaiting some concrete proposal.
Tn eommon with the metropelitan hodics gen-
crally, I am interested in the statement made
that the Upper Canning water supply scheme
has been investigated. T hold that for all
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time the Mundaring srheme should he reserved
for the agricultoral and mining indusiries,
Tt is understood that the consmaption of
water in the metropolitan area during the
svmmer months is four times the capacity
of the Mundaring scheme. [fthis be so, those
who are askinz for a hills water supply to
serve the requirements of the metropolitan
area will see that it is just as well to get
on with the Canning scheme. 1 have heen
informed that plans and specifications in con-
nection with that scheme have heen com-
pleted for a long time, and that the original
seheme has heen approved by the cxpert
who was Inouzht to Western Auwstralin
to advise the Government on the question. I
understand that that expert declared that
the Canning scheme was the best to serve
the requirements of the metropolitan area
for all time. The North Perth people will
be plad to hear that they will get something
out of their taps other than mud or silt
during summer months. The Premier’s an-
nouneement in the daily Press, which an-
nouncement finds repetition in the Governor’s
Speech, to the effeet that land settlement
and develepmental matters rather than the
introdnction of Bills, will engage the atten-
tion of Puarliament this session, is one that T
am sure will appeal to hon. members. T fer-
vently pray that that will be so. Tt is only
by inereased land settlement that we may
cxpect a return of anything like the good
old times we¢ had in earlier years. There is
a lot of work ahead of the Government, but
there is also suceess assured, Regarding
reeent legislation, it is pleasing to know that
I, as President of the Royal Agricultural
Bociety, have been informed that the Stal-
lions Aet passed last gession has been put
into operation and has given general satis-
faction. The Mivister for Apgrieulture has
promised that this year we will have a eom-
prehensive  Tlaieying  Bill  dealing, among
other things, with the registration of pure-
bred bulls. This is important in connection
with the dairying industry, and it is to he
hored that the Bill will be introduced at an
early stage and will hecome operative as soon
as possible. T understand that the operations
of the Agrienltural Bank will he sueh that
no advaaces will he made respecting bulls,
nnless they are purc-bred. There is another
point about land scttlement whieh so far has
not been dealt with, and that is the neces-
gity for an iurreased yield per acre. This can
he brought about by the establishment of an
agricultural college, which, in turn, would
establish a laboratory for an agricultural
chemist. I am sure that the work of an agri-
cultural chemist would be of great value to
Western Anstralia and to the farmers them-
selves.  In Western Australin the serviees of
the agricultural chemist have not been availed
of as they might have been, T am told that
wheat production can easily be inecreased by
one or two bushels per aere, and if that be
50, it is quite worth while establishing a
Iahoratory to deal with the soils of the State.

Hon. H. Stewart: Do you think you could
get more that way than von eould with the
use of pedigreed seed?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: We should
follow gomething along the lines adopted in
America in relation to rural life. There they
have colleges dealing with many thousands of
students, and they keep in close tomeh with
the rural community, supplving Yiterature to
them of every deseription and generally mak-
ing life as satisfactory to the individual as
is life in the city. Tn eonelusion, may I ex-
press the wish that the labours of hon. mem-
bers during this session may give satisfaction
to them and to the people of Western Aus-
tralia as a whole, buoyved up with the certain
conviction of good times ahead. If we only
give our attention to the questions which
will arise from time to time during the ses-
sion, and assist the Government with a gener-
ous support, particularly in connection with
the immigration scheme, we shall have done
something in the interests of Western Ans-
fralin as a whole.

Hon. G. POTTER (West) [4.11): T form-

ally seeond the motion, .
On wmotion hy Hon, A. Lovekin debate ad-

jonrned.

Hounge adjourned at 4.12 p.m.
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MEETIXG OF THE ASSEMEBLY.

The Legislative Assembly met at aoon, pur-
snant to proclamation by His Excellency the
Licntenant-Governor aud Adminmstrator,
which praclamation was read hy the Clerk
(Mr. A, R, Grant),

MESSAGE—QOPENING BY COMMIS-
SIONER.
A Message from the Commissioner appointed
by the Lieutenant-Governor and Adminis-
trator to Ao all things necessary for the open-



